
  
 

 
Explanation of Symbols 

 
1. An '**' entry in the margin of error column indicates that either no sample observations or too few 
sample observations were available to compute a standard error and thus the margin of error. A 
statistical test is not appropriate. 
2. An '-' entry in the estimate column indicates that either no sample observations or too few sample 
observations were available to compute an estimate, or a ratio of medians cannot be calculated because 
one or both of the median estimates falls in the lowest interval or upper interval of an open-ended 
distribution. 
3. An '-' following a median estimate means the median falls in the lowest interval of an open-ended 
distribution. 
4. An '+' following a median estimate means the median falls in the upper interval of an open-ended 
distribution. 
5. An '***' entry in the margin of error column indicates that the median falls in the lowest interval or 
upper interval of an open-ended distribution. A statistical test is not appropriate. 
6. An '*****' entry in the margin of error column indicates that the estimate is controlled. A statistical 
test for sampling variability is not appropriate. 

 
Detailed Table Notes  

 
Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an 
estimate arising from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value 
shown here is the 90 percent margin of error. The margin of error can be interpreted roughly as 
providing a 90 percent probability that the interval defined by the estimate minus the margin of error 
and the estimate plus the margin of error (the lower and upper confidence bounds) contains the true 
value. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to nonsampling error (for a 
discussion of nonsampling variability, see Accuracy of the Data URL: Code Lists, Definitions, and 
Accuracy (census.gov)  

  
Disclosure Review Board Rules/Requirements 

 
 1. All American Community Survey special tabulations must be reviewed by the Disclosure Review 
Board (DRB). After the tabulation has been created, if the program area identifies any potential 
disclosure problems, they will refer them back to the DRB. 

 
2. All cells in any American Community Survey special tabulation must be rounded.  

The rounding schematic for all tables is: 

• 0 remains 0  
• 1-7 rounds to 4  
• 8 or greater rounds to nearest multiple of 5 (i.e., 864 rounds to 865, 982 rounds to 980)  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_main/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/code-lists.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/code-lists.html


  
 

Supporting documentation 
 
Supporting documentation on code lists, subject definitions, data accuracy, and statistical testing can be 
found on the American Community Survey website in the Technical Documentation section located on:  
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html 
 
Information on ACS Sample Size and Data Quality can be found on: Sample Size and Data Quality | 
American Community Survey | U.S. Census Bureau 
 
Please reference the following Errata Notes on: https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/technical-documentation/errata.html and  Errata Notes (census.gov) 
 
Data Processing Error for the Hispanic Origin Question for 2020 ACS 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/errata/129.html 
 
Census Bureau Statement on 2016-2020 American Community Survey 
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/acs-5-year-2016-2020.html 
 
2020 ACS 1-Year Estimates What You Need to Know 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/flyers/flow-chart.html 
 
American Community Survey Resource Hub 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/flyers/resource-hub.html 
 
2020 American Community Survey 1-Year Experimental Data Release 
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/impact-pandemic-2020-acs-1-year.html 
 
  

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/methodology/sample-size-and-data-quality/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/methodology/sample-size-and-data-quality/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/errata.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/errata.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/errata.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/errata/129.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/acs-5-year-2016-2020.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/flyers/flow-chart.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/flyers/resource-hub.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2021/impact-pandemic-2020-acs-1-year.html

